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There is no better way to see Canada than on foot. And there is no better way to appreciate what

you are looking at than with a walking tour. Whether you are preparing for a road trip or just out to

look at your own town in a new way, a downloadable walking tour from walkthetown.com is ready to

explore when you are.Each walking tour describes historical and architectural landmarks and

provides pictures to help out when those pesky street addresses are missing. Every tour also

includes a quick primer on identifying architectural styles seen on North American streets.Three

rivers flow into a confluence in the central part of Prince Edward Islandâ€™s south shore and this

was deemed a most advantageous spot for early settlement. When Samuel Holland, the first

Surveyor General of British North America, presented his evaluation of what was then called St.

Johnâ€™s Island in 1764 he selected this site for the county seat. The next year Charlottetown,

named for the wife of King George III, was designated colonial capital.By the time the islandâ€™s

name was changed to honour the Duke of Kent and Strathearn in 1798, during his term as

Commander-in-Chief, North America, Charlottetown was building its identity as a fishing port and

shipbuilding centre. In 1855 Charlottetown, some 6,500 residents strong, was incorporated as a

city.On September 1, 1864 a congregation of 24 delegates arrived to meet in the colonyâ€™s

spacious legislative building that had been constructed two decades earlier. Over the following days

at the Charlottetown Conference the groundwork would be laid for the exit from the British Empire

and the establishment of Canada as an independent country.Occasional fires, especially the Great

Fires of 1866 and 1884, helped shape much of todayâ€™s urban core of downtown Charlottetown.

The result is an eclectic mix of Victorian buildings, many taking advantage of the distinctive hewed

red sandstone quarried on the Island. And our walking tour to explore the past and the present of

this seaside capital will begin at the â€œBirthplace of Confederation...â€•
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